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Welcome to the July 2026 Edition of the Newsletter. This month, we include information,
resources and links on a variety of ADA-related topics ranging from Minnesota news, motivational
good stories, challenging trends to be aware of, and selected developments in disability law and
policy. Please contact Dan Stewart, dans@mcil-mn.org with any questions or things you’d like to
have included next time.

Click on the Hyperlinks to Jump to the Different Sections

e Minnesota Disability News and Opportunities to Submit Public Comments on a
revamped Disability Justice Website, Statewide Roadmap and Conversation on Long
Covid, Public Comment Period on Greater MN Transit Plan, and a new provision on
reasonable accommodations in the Minnesota Human Rights Act.

e Nationwide Good and Interesting Reports and Stories on Integrated care, overcoming
exercise barriers, more people with disabilities seeking work, effects of remote work on
disability employment rates, an inclusive workforce program, how people talk about
disability, keys to independence through housing.

e Challenging Trends on independent living funds ending, gaps in access to rural health
care, state policy on lifesaving care for immigrant children with disabilities, and potential
Medicaid work requirement changes for medically frail workers.

e Legal Cases and Developments on USDOJ opinion to limit/end the integration mandate,
USDOJ position statement on EEOC guidance on disparate impact being unconstitutional,
United States Postal Service proposed regulations on mail in ballots, US Supreme Court
decision on mail in voting, HUD’s change on emotional assistance animals, EEOC
dropping requirements for agencies to report race, sex, ethnicity workforce data, update on
Texas v. Kennedy, and court cases on wheelchair accessible vehicle for airport shuttles,
reversal of 100% healed policy, delay in accessibility rules, and medical aid in dying.

All links are provided for informational purposes only and do not necessarily represent MCIL'’s
endorsement on content or opinion.

Live your most independent life, follow your path.
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Minnesota Disability News and Opportunities to Submit Public Comments
Find links, information and updates on disability news and issues in Minnesota here:

e The Minnesota Governor's Council on Developmental Disabilities has revamped its
Disability Justice website. It includes a wide range of tools and information that support the
civil rights of people with developmental disabilities.

e The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) developed its Statewide Roadmap to Address
Long COVID and Post-Viral Chronic Conditions. Long Covid and other post-viral chronic
conditions continue to impact many Minnesotans and people worldwide.

e MDH also held a Statewide Conversation on Post-Viral Chronic lliness - MN Dept. of
Health_ on June 2, 2026, “to improve awareness, support, and community-driven solutions
for post-viral chronic conditions such as long COVID.”

e Public Comment Period Open on Minnesota Department of Transportation’s Greater
Minnesota Transit Plan (GMTP). The GMTP can be accessed here:_Greater Minnesota
Transit Plan_and you can give your comments and feedback on the GMTP here:_Greater
Minnesota Transit Plan | Let's Talk Transportation - MnDOT.

e Governor Walz signed into law a new provision of the Minnesota Human Rights Act. This
provision, Chapter 99 - MN Laws, seeks to strengthen and clarify protections for people
with disabilities when they are seeking reasonable accommodations.

Nationwide Good and Interesting Reports and Stories

This area is devoted to news stories and reports on positive examples of independent living for
people with disabilities in Minnesota and in the United States. These links are provided for
informational purposes only and they may include new initiatives, examples of successful
programs, and other positive news and stories.

e Activity Alliance | News | ADAS reveals disabled people face significant barriers to activity

e Integrated care may cut ER visits and hospital stays for adults with developmental
disabilities

e More people with disabilities are seeking work | EurekAlert!

e The effects of remote work on the disability employment gap

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://disabilityjustice.org/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/longcovid/stateplan/iaccroadmap.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/longcovid/stateplan/iaccroadmap.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/longcovid/doing/conversation.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/longcovid/doing/conversation.html
https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/24814/widgets/98744/documents/81912
https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/24814/widgets/98744/documents/81912
https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/greater-minnesota-transit-plan?tool=forum_topic#tool_tab
https://talk.dot.state.mn.us/greater-minnesota-transit-plan?tool=forum_topic#tool_tab
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/2026/0/Session+Law/Chapter/99/
https://www.activityalliance.org.uk/news/10646-survey-reveals-disabled-people-face-significant-barriers-to-activity
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2026-06-er-hospital-stays-adults-developmental.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2026-06-er-hospital-stays-adults-developmental.html
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1131164
https://www.aeaweb.org/research/chart/work-from-home-disability

e What's in a Label? New Studies Explore How People Talk About Disability and Mental
Health - Mad In America

e The Learning Center Launches “Keys to Independence” Housing Initiative for Adults with
Disabilities - Jonesboro Right Now

e The Bristal Assisted Living, Fora launch inclusive workforce program

Challenging Trends

This section includes news reports on social, programmatic, legal, and other trends from other
states or areas that may be of concern to people with disabilities in Minnesota.

e Kansans with disabilities got more independence through a federal program. Then the
money dried up | KCUR - Kansas City news and NPR June 2026.

e Study: Access to Health Care for Rural Residents with Disabilities Severely Lacking in All
Researched Areas | The Daily Yonder June 2026.

e Tennessee Policy Threatens Lifesaving Care for Immigrant Children with Disabilities -
Young Center June 2026.

e New Medicaid work requirements include a trap | STAT and Medicaid-Work-Requirements-
Fact-Sheet.pdf

Legal Cases and Developments
Find links about disability related legal cases, developments, legislation, and other information:

e United States Department of Justice (DOJ) posts non-binding “slip opinion” declaring that
neither Section 504 or the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) creates an “integration
mandate” for states. DOJ Slip Opinion on Olmstead, Section 504 and ADA

e DOJ issues position statement that EEOC guidelines on workplace discrimination based on
“disparate impact” is unconstitutional DOJ finds EEOC guidelines on workplace
discrimination unconstitutional.

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://www.madinamerica.com/2026/06/whats-in-a-label-new-studies-explore-how-people-talk-about-disability-and-mental-health/
https://www.madinamerica.com/2026/06/whats-in-a-label-new-studies-explore-how-people-talk-about-disability-and-mental-health/
https://jonesbororightnow.com/news/268862-the-learning-center-launches-keys-to-independence-housing-initative-for-adults-with-disabilities/
https://jonesbororightnow.com/news/268862-the-learning-center-launches-keys-to-independence-housing-initative-for-adults-with-disabilities/
https://www.mcknightsseniorliving.com/news/the-bristal-assisted-living-fora-launch-inclusive-workforce-program/
https://www.kcur.org/2026-06-05/kansans-with-disabilities-got-more-independence-through-a-federal-program-until-the-money-dried-up
https://www.kcur.org/2026-06-05/kansans-with-disabilities-got-more-independence-through-a-federal-program-until-the-money-dried-up
https://dailyyonder.com/study-access-to-health-care-for-rural-residents-with-disabilities-severely-lacking-in-all-researched-areas/2026/06/08/
https://dailyyonder.com/study-access-to-health-care-for-rural-residents-with-disabilities-severely-lacking-in-all-researched-areas/2026/06/08/
https://www.theyoungcenter.org/press-releases/tennessee-policy-threatens-lifesaving-care-for-immigrant-children-with-disabilities/
https://www.theyoungcenter.org/press-releases/tennessee-policy-threatens-lifesaving-care-for-immigrant-children-with-disabilities/
https://www.statnews.com/2026/06/23/medicaid-work-requirements-disability-medically-frail/
https://thearcofmass.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Medicaid-Work-Requirements-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://thearcofmass.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Medicaid-Work-Requirements-Fact-Sheet.pdf
USDOJ%20Slip%20Opinion%20on%20Olmstead%20Decision,%20ADA%20and%20Section%20504
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5917220-disparate-impact-liability-opinion/amp/?shem=rimspwouoe%2C
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5917220-disparate-impact-liability-opinion/amp/?shem=rimspwouoe%2C

e United States Postal Service issues proposed regulations to establish new procedures for
mail in ballots. Federal Register :: Ballot Mail for Federal Elections. Comments due July 2,
2026.

e The United States Supreme Court, in Watson v. Republican National Committee
(06/29/2026), allowed states with “grace periods” to count ballots received after Election
Day. This decision does not apply to Minnesota but is important for voters with disabilities
in other states who use and rely on mail-in voting.

e EEOC drops requirements for agencies to report race, sex, ethnicity workforce data.
EEOC drops requirements for agencies to report race, sex, ethnicity workforce data |
Federal News Network

e HUD drops enforcement actions for Emotional Service Animals and limits actions to trained
service animals. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, DC 20410-2000

e Garrett v. WHC Worldwide, LLC - Disability Rights Advocates In the settlement agreement,
SuperShuttle commits to ensuring customers who require a wheelchair accessible vehicle
(WAV) will have access to its services with the same convenience and at the same cost as
customers who do not require a WAV.

e Three more states withdraw from Texas v. Kennedy lawsuit challenging Section 504
Regulations. In May and June 2026, Indiana, South Dakota, and Kansas withdrew from
the lawsuit, leaving 6 (Alaska, Florida, Louisiana, Missouri, Montana, and Texas) of the
original 17 states seeking to limit or end Section 504 rights for people with disabilities to be
integrated into their communities. Texas v. Kennedy (formerly Texas v. Becerra): DREDF
Summary

e Dunkin’ Franchisees to Reverse “100% Healed” Policy Accused of Discrimination

e Trump Administration Sued Over Delay Of Accessibility Rules - Disability Scoop

e Lawsuit against N.Y. Medical Aid in Dying law explained

Please contact Dan Stewart, dans@mocil-mn.org with any questions or things you’d like to have
included in the next Edition.

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/06/02/2026-10968/ballot-mail-for-federal-elections
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-1260_g3cn.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-1260_g3cn.pdf
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/workforce/2026/06/eeoc-drops-requirements-for-agencies-to-report-race-sex-ethnicity-workforce-data/?shem=rimspwouoe,
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/workforce/2026/06/eeoc-drops-requirements-for-agencies-to-report-race-sex-ethnicity-workforce-data/?shem=rimspwouoe,
https://dredf.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ESA-Enforcement-Memorandum-w-Appendix-05.22.2026-SIGNED-Incomplete-Access-Pass.pdf
https://dredf.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/ESA-Enforcement-Memorandum-w-Appendix-05.22.2026-SIGNED-Incomplete-Access-Pass.pdf
https://dralegal.org/case/garrett-v-whc-worldwide/
https://dredf.org/protect-504/
https://dredf.org/protect-504/
https://www.thehrdigest.com/dunkin-franchisees-to-reverse-100-healed-policy-accused-of-discrimination/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2026/06/08/trump-administration-sued-over-delay-of-accessibility-rules/32033/
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/politics/2026/06/15/lawsuit-against-n-y--medical-aid-in-dying-law-explained
mailto:dans@mcil-mn.org



