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Welcome to the September 2026 Edition of the Newsletter. In this roundup of information, we
include ADA-related topics in Minnesota, motivational good stories, challenging trends to be aware
of, and selected developments in disability law and policy from the prior month. Please contact
Dan Stewart, dans@mcil-mn.org with any questions or things you’d like to have included next time.

Click on the Hyperlinks to Jump to the Different Sections

e Minnesota Disability News on 2000 ramps built, MN Governor’s Council on Developmental

Disabilities History Learning Package; disability services in MN, resources to kids with disabilities in
Africa, Disability Services in MN, Gene Martinez and REV UP MN, Adaptive Golf in MN, and Rice
Lake Deer Hunt.

e Nationwide Positive/Interesting Initiatives, Reports and Stories on More people seeking work,

investing in accessibility, robots, inclusion economic value, disability and medical training,
nonverbal communication technology, voting barriers, college disability studies, private hotel hires
40% workers with disabilities, and psychological aspects of disability and attractiveness.

e Challenging Trends on employment of legally blind individuals, social security and race, smoking

and disability, insurance implications, life span expectations, polling place monitors, accessibility of
polling places that are faith spaces, concern about return to institutionalization; spike in sp ed
complaints.

e Legal Cases and Developments on Air Force diverting away for disability evaluations, bill to increase

accessible and affordable housing, MHRD and EEOC disability employment cases settled, voting
rights for people in long term care facilities, new special education case appealed to US Supreme
Court, USDOE Dear Colleague Letter on pupil discipline.

All links are provided for informational purposes only and do not necessarily represent MCIL’s
endorsement on content

Live your most independent life, follow your path.




Minnesota Disability News

Find links, information and updates on disability news and issues in Minnesota here:

Access North celebrates 2,000 ramps built - WDIO.com

Minnesota Disability History Learning Lesson Package | MNDDC

Breaking down the past, present, and future of disability services in Minnesota

Minnesota couple's nonprofit provides resources for kids with disabilities in Africa - CBS Minnesota

10 Years of REV UP: How Gene Martinez Grew Grassroots Disability Power In Minnesota - AAPD

Adaptive Golf Is Growing in Minnesota — And Braemar Is Proof

Applications open for annual disability deer hunt at Rice Lake National Wildlife Refuge | News |
grandrapidsmn.com

Nationwide Positive/lnteresting Initiatives, Reports and Stories

This area is devoted to news stories and reports on positive examples of independent living for people with
disabilities in Minnesota and in the United States. These links are provided for informational purposes only
and they may include new initiatives, examples of successful programs, and other positive news and
stories.

More people with disabilities are seeking work | EurekAlert!

Beyond Barriers provides free disability support to help Kansans live independently

Pay for Accessibility Up Front—Or Pay More Later — Shelterforce Shelterforce

Assistive Robots for Disability Care: Market Analysis, Key

The economic value of investing in disability inclusion - AZ Big Media

New report shows rising job search among disabled individuals

Disability, chronic illness, and belonging in medical training: A scop | AMEP | Dove Medical Press

Caretech Expands Developmental Disabilities Waiver Services Across Rural Nebraska - The Des Moines
Reqister

Accessible housing means dignity, not just ramps and doorways - VTDigger

What the science says about nonverbal communication technology | Association of Health Care Journalists

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://www.wdio.com/lift-online/access-north-celebrates-2000-ramps-built/
https://mn.gov/mnddc/learning-lesson/
https://u17142531.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.vpGxL4ftEgO6Q76jw6gJYNtmIomPh2If-2FF4jKJUtSaHC6oWDlEo-2BYdlCijYAJoiSHq-2BAgSQGLc3uOIlHHaBmajxKDPek50Df1wjQK048KEuwrgjD3pEomw14pZxAEEq5-2BD-2F7QsKxKsklknMWgKpIPP7aPNpeisNLdGO5YncdheJ52R5ncL8nAtfyijlsKWOBHYCC4D0lC0mExWnoW6PhEYpuDX9OXVKs6UKlQGwiDLY1c5Qr4-2B8Srxt3vkfzOcQ3TtI4daspAvXQrMBMTSH2ChvC7rKIEALMyvE5ch-2BjqoZbsnJDnye0W7AMr8L6kcX1DvynFkAKG1-2FCtl0wzn3Cn2FJz3ByUezo3SyTtjVKb-2Bjw458FqunIYwb7ERDCWyjnOc1KMmpAKlFqPV7-2B3CUbCqDWn0Ek-2BewcG-2B1x24DWum2UNM-2BNks3iolq-2BximkTaL3Ao6AecsLqfDedLRfYxQttw-3D-3DLunr_awc9R-2B26ma-2BeUFIajr658Vo3okdvfzfunK91CMPaNr7YnHB3qP0yXbtDg2OKvY0p6drUO1401L8zkQ479o-2BbNeKEtazH-2FMcnRFOTcvEV-2BEnE7seCn3kFsdttm9T6n0cotb9geNYS-2FMdrAFlACc21-2Bl5BiTh-2BwDtwwAz8BQ4-2BPfccbfPRMD1240tw4YIGnwNR1uv1TOJ9WHxVaMQk1-2BLLb9KFpOMPOSxgf-2BIpFRwvGM-2B2U3vdk81UOfR0wQa9QqVJV4PbU9YE4nNKLEX7TDAZsVr0G7VdTKXqxnKO-2FenIPl1vlecLbNMi7m9r6mlRCdgvFLw80yL1F4RvBVY5oo7p8LgJ8WO5hJPARe79HKOWVjk-3D
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/video/minnesota-couples-nonprofit-provides-resources-for-kids-with-disabilities-in-africa/
https://www.aapd.com/gene-martinez-rev-up-10/
https://mngolf.org/news/adaptive-golf-is-growing-in-minnesota-and-braemar-is-proof
https://www.grandrapidsmn.com/news/applications-open-for-annual-disability-deer-hunt-at-rice-lake-national-wildlife-refuge/article_967a9eec-4305-43f7-91e8-cdfb23ab3231.html
https://www.grandrapidsmn.com/news/applications-open-for-annual-disability-deer-hunt-at-rice-lake-national-wildlife-refuge/article_967a9eec-4305-43f7-91e8-cdfb23ab3231.html
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1139363
https://www.ksn.com/community/ksn-here-for-you-spotlight/beyond-barriers-unlocks-independence-for-people-with-disabilities/
https://shelterforce.org/2026/08/06/courts-to-city-housing-depts-pay-for-accessibility-up-front-or-pay-more-later/
https://www.openpr.com/news/4599924/assistive-robots-for-disability-care-market-analysis-key
https://azbigmedia.com/business/the-economic-value-of-investing-in-disability-inclusion/
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20260810/New-report-shows-rising-job-search-among-disabled-individuals.aspx
https://www.dovepress.com/disability-chronic-illness-and-belonging-in-medical-training-a-scoping-peer-reviewed-fulltext-article-AMEP
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/press-release/story/113150/caretech-expands-developmental-disabilities-waiver-services-across-rural-nebraska/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/press-release/story/113150/caretech-expands-developmental-disabilities-waiver-services-across-rural-nebraska/
https://vtdigger.org/2026/08/17/opinion-accessible-housing-means-dignity-not-just-ramps-and-doorways/
https://healthjournalism.org/blog/2026/08/can-nonverbal-people-accurately-communicate-through-technology-heres-what-the-science-says/

Power at the Polls: Confronting Barriers to Accessible Democracy — New America Events

Evaluating Federal Grant Programs to Improve Voting Accessibility * Bipartisan Policy Center

Disability Studies Is a Rich Discipline That Builds Empathy. How to Teach It (Opinion)

Columbia's Lantern Hotel pioneers inclusion with 40% of staff having disabilities | wltx.com

How Does Visible Disability Affect Attractiveness? | Psychology Today

Challenging Trends

This section includes news reports on social, programmatic, legal, and other trends from other states or
areas that may be of concern to people with disabilities in Minnesota.

Experiences of Leqgally Blind Individuals at Different Stages of the Employment Cycle as These Relate to
Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act. | Law | Journal of Disability Policy Studies | EBSCO Research

New Book: The Color of Social Security | Rutgers Law School

Study links cigarette smoking to faster disability progression in MS

The Quiet Speed Bump of Perceived Injustice : Risk & Insurance

People with severe intellectual disabilities live 24 years less on average | Learning disability | The Guardian

Justice Department to send a record 1,000 monitors to polling places in midterm elections - CBS News

Thinking of Using Your Faith Space as a Polling Site? Here are Some Need-to-Knows - Disability
Belongs™

Disabled Americans fear return to segregation, institutionalization : NPR

Special education access case appealed to Supreme Court

Special education complaints spike nearly 48% nationwide

Disabled Americans fear return to segregation, institutionalization : NPR

Legal Cases and Developments

Find links about disability related legal cases, developments, legislation, and other information:

Court rules Air Force diverted injured, sick service members from official disability evaluation | Stars and
Stripes

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://events.newamerica.org/events/power-at-the-polls-confronting-barriers-to-accessible-democracy/?event_reg_success=1
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/evaluating-federal-grant-programs-to-improve-voting-accessibility/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-disability-studies-is-a-rich-discipline-that-builds-empathy-how-to-teach-it/2026/08
https://www.wltx.com/article/news/community/columbias-lantern-hotel-pioneers-inclusion/101-ce673f0d-51ae-4e77-aa52-7b9a38fb1874
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/evolutionary-social-cognition/202608/how-does-visible-disability-affect-attractiveness
https://www.ebsco.com/articles/law/9415fb3d-9a48-52f5-9140-5cabab7c1d85/experiences-of-legally-blind-individuals-at-different-stages-of-the-employment-cycle-as-these-relate-to-section-503-of-the-rehabilitation-act/
https://www.ebsco.com/articles/law/9415fb3d-9a48-52f5-9140-5cabab7c1d85/experiences-of-legally-blind-individuals-at-different-stages-of-the-employment-cycle-as-these-relate-to-section-503-of-the-rehabilitation-act/
https://law.rutgers.edu/news/color-of-social-security-book
https://multiplesclerosisnewstoday.com/news-posts/2026/08/07/study-links-cigarette-smoking-faster-disability-progression-ms/
https://riskandinsurance.com/the-quiet-speed-bump-of-perceived-injustice/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2026/aug/17/severe-intellectual-disabilities-life-expectancy-study
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/justice-department-election-monitors-midterms/
https://www.disabilitybelongs.org/2026/08/faith-spaces-polling-sites/
https://www.disabilitybelongs.org/2026/08/faith-spaces-polling-sites/
https://www.npr.org/2026/08/20/nx-s1-5891791/disability-rights-community-living-integration-trump?fbclid=IwY2xjawT75wBwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR72XSklhY4ibBTvqSbOKyDbEV_xdBovLziaZz6fCE9FaW0jw2tYziIi_IHt9w_aem_1SZHBVq-Yt0ZV0llRWEWwQ&blm_aid=10909705
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/special-education-access-case-appealed-050000680.html
https://baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2026/08/28/special-education-complaints-spike-nearly--nationwide-according-to-survey
https://www.npr.org/2026/08/20/nx-s1-5891791/disability-rights-community-living-integration-trump?fbclid=IwY2xjawT75wBwZG9mAWV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR72XSklhY4ibBTvqSbOKyDbEV_xdBovLziaZz6fCE9FaW0jw2tYziIi_IHt9w_aem_1SZHBVq-Yt0ZV0llRWEWwQ&blm_aid=10909705
https://www.stripes.com/veterans/2026-08-10/court-ruling-air-force-disability-evaluation-22510658.html
https://www.stripes.com/veterans/2026-08-10/court-ruling-air-force-disability-evaluation-22510658.html

Evans Introduces Bill to Build More Accessible, Affordable Housing | Representative Dwight Evans; Text of
H.R. 10049: Visitable Inclusive Tax credits for Accessible Living (VITAL) Act (Introduced version) -
GovTrack.us

USPS makes new rules for mail-in ballots, but they are less restrictive than Trump's demands - ABC News

A26-0997 Minnesota Voters Alliance, et al. v. City of Minneapolis, et al.

Court ruling could scramble early voting plans across Minnesota

Minnesota Department of Human Rights Secures $115,000 Settlement with Glacier Ice House for
Discriminating Against Worker with a Disability

Kroger to Pay $75.000 in EEOC Disability Discrimination and Retaliation Lawsuit | U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission

Protecting the Voting Rights and Autonomy of Vulnerable Residents in Long-Term Care (LTC) Facilities

Senators accuse CMS of threatening residents, intimidating staff over nursing home voting

Judge removes one hurdle for Trump mail voting order as states file new challenge before midterms

Colorado Case in Which Religious Schools Attempt to Weaponize Disability Rights to Support LGBTQIA+
Discrimination Heads to Supreme Court, Friend of the Court Brief Filed - DREDF

dear-colleague-letter-quidance-pupil-discipline-and-compliance-title-vi-august-18-2026-114385.pdf

Please contact Dan Stewart, dans@mcil-mn.org with any questions or things you’d like to have included in
the next Edition.

Live your most independent life, follow your path.



https://evans.house.gov/media/press-releases/evans-introduces-bill-build-more-accessible-affordable-housing
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr10049/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr10049/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr10049/text
https://abcnews.com/US/usps-makes-new-rules-mail-ballots/story?id=135879673
https://mncourts.gov/_media/migration/appellate/supreme-court/standard-opinions/19aug26/ORA260997-081426.pdf
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/court-ruling-could-scramble-early-voting-plans-across-minnesota/ar-AA2aDVc4?ocid=BingNewsSerp
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNDHR/bulletins/4259248
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNDHR/bulletins/4259248
https://www.eeoc.gov/newsroom/kroger-pay-75000-eeoc-disability-discrimination-and-retaliation-lawsuit
https://www.eeoc.gov/newsroom/kroger-pay-75000-eeoc-disability-discrimination-and-retaliation-lawsuit
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qssam-26-04-nh-original-release-2026-07-20.pdf
https://www.mcknights.com/news/senators-accuse-cms-of-threatening-residents-over-voting/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/federal-judge-removes-major-legal-obstacle-to-trump-mail-voting-order-with-more-challenges-likely/ar-AA2aYmZH?ocid=entnewsntp&pc=U531&cvid=6a8f1e9b887042e38bde824960bdbe35&ei=14
https://dredf.org/smcp-v-roy-amicus-press-release-2026/
https://dredf.org/smcp-v-roy-amicus-press-release-2026/
https://www.ed.gov/media/document/dear-colleague-letter-guidance-pupil-discipline-and-compliance-title-vi-august-18-2026-114385.pdf
mailto:dans@mcil-mn.org

